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Summary:

The concept of giltedness (talent, creativity, superiority,
intelligence, ete...) have and is still generating a lot of debate for its
multi-dimensional nature. Definitions of giftedness evoluted from
the classical general intellectualability criteria, as only determining
factor of 1Q’s in the case of psychometric approach, to a broader
approach during the 1950s. which introduced some performance
aspects like: musical, artistic, mechanical, and leadership skills,
besides mental abilitiy.

While modern trends in defining giftedness, emphasise
other forms of performance: like academic achievement, creative

thinking, and personality treats.

In the light of the debate around the factors that constitute
giftedness, the present paper puts light on the following points:

1. Introduction on the evolution of the concept of giftedness,
between the classical models and the new multiple intelligence
models.

2. Multiple intelligence models are put forward, with special
reference to Sidny Marland’s model (as the earliest model), and
Howard Gardner’s model (as a model which has had a profound
impact on education in the United States).

3. Finally, an outline of the Queensland departmental policy on
gifted and talented children based on Renzulli’s model is put
forward as an empirical example of educational systems which

embraced the multiple intelligence approach.
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